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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to applicant's amendment filed March 16, 
2006. Claims 1-25 are pending in this case. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weiss (US 5,657,388). 

5. Regarding claims 1,10 and 15- 

Weiss discloses a token for conducting commercial transactions (e.g. abstract) 
comprising: a unique set of predetermined random numbers ((e.g. col 3 In 12-27); 
software for selecting and dispensing an unused number from the set of random 
numbers (e.g. col 3 In 29-35); a memory for storing the software and the set of random 
numbers, wherein the set of random numbers is identical to a set of numbers stored in 
an external authentication system (e.g. col 3 In 29-55); a display device for displaying 
the dispensed random number (e.g. col 4 In 27-43, fig. 1); and, a plurality of buttons 
wherein each button is assigned a unique account identifier number representing a type 
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of account for conducting a commercial transaction, wherein each selection of a button 
causes the software to select and dispense a previously unused number from the set of 
random numbers and display the dispensed number and the unique account identifier in 
the display device (e.g. col 4 In 60-65). 

6. Weiss does not specifically discuss a power source. However, it is obvious that 
electric al or computer devices must derive power from somewhere, and thus the device 
in Weiss must somewhere have such a source. 

7. Regarding claims 2-9, 1 1-14, and 16-20 - 

Weiss discloses a token for conducting commercial transactions wherein the token 
becomes inoperable when the unique set of random numbers becomes exhausted; 
further including a communications port, wherein the token may be reprogrammed via 
the communications port with a new set of random numbers by an external system 
when the unique set of random numbers becomes exhausted; further including 1 to N 
predetermined polynomial transformation equations, wherein the 1 to N predetermined 
polynomial transformation equations operate on each random number to provide 1 to N 
additional numbers for each of the predetermined random numbers; further including a 
magnetic transducer, wherein the software is configured to cause the magnetic 
transducer to generate magnetic pulses according to the selected button for emulating 
the conventional magnetic strip of a standard credit/debit card and, wherein the 
magnetic pulses represent one of the dispensed random number with the unique 
account identifier and predetermined credit/debit card identification numbers 
programmed for each of the buttons; further including a PIN number, wherein the 
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software is configured to request a user to enter the predetermined PIN number each 
time the token is activated, and wherein the software is configured to not dispense a 
random number until the correct PIN number has been entered; according to claim 6, 
wherein the PIN number is entered by selecting the appropriate buttons, and wherein 
there are sufficient buttons to represent each digit of the PIN number; further including a 
keypad, wherein the PIN number is entered by selecting appropriate keys on the 
keypad; (e.g. col 4 In 30-55,, col fig 2, col 5 In 37-60). 

8. As above, Weiss does not specifically discuss a power source. However, it is 
obvious that electric al or computer devices must derive power from somewhere, and 
thus the device in Weiss must somewhere have such a source. Solar cells, for example 
are old and well known and would be a user—friendly of powering such a device. 

9. Regarding claims 21-23 - 

Weiss discloses a code dispensing device comprising: storage means for storing a set 
of codes; signaling means for signaling the dispensing device to dispense one of the 
codes from the set upon each activation of the signaling means; and, display means for 
displaying the dispensed codes (e.g. col 4 In 60-65). 

10. As above, Weiss does not specifically discuss a power source. However, it is 
obvious that electric al or computer devices must derive power from somewhere, and 
thus the device in Weiss must somewhere have such a source. Solar cells or 
photoelectric devices, for example, are old and well known and would be a user-friendly 
of powering such a device. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 24 - 
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Weiss discloses the code dispensing device according to claim 21 , further comprising: 
indicator means for indicating to a user of the dispensing device an amount of 
undispensed codes remaining in the storage means (e.g. col 8 In 10-25). 

1 2. Regarding claim 25 - 

Weiss discloses the code-dispensing device according to claim 21 , wherein each code 
is only dispensed once (e.g. col 7 In 1-25). 

13. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 5. Sandberg-Diment (US 5,826,245) discloses providing verification information for 
a transaction. 

16. Shavit et al (US 4,799,156) disclose an interactive market management system. 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose telephone number is 571- 
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272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

18. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

1 9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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